IV.    THE SCHOOL CHARTER
Chapter One
BOTTAI  AND EDUCATION
GIUSEPPE BOTTAI, born in 1895, became Minister of
Education at the end of 1936. He had been a member of
the Fasci di Combattimento since their foundation, and
was one of the youngest Fascist deputies in Parliament before
the March on Rome. His interests were chiefly centred on social
questions and he belonged to what may be called the Left Wing
of Fascism. Socialist ideals were always present in his mind, and
his speeches and actions both bore witness to a constant en-
deavour to lead Fascism towards a true syndicalism. He had no
personal liking for the myths of an imperialism based on military
strength and of a hierarchy subservient to the dictator which
had appointed it. There are many people who consider that he
was an honest defender of the rights of the workers; but it is
perhaps an exaggeration to think of him as a martyr who accepted
office in an uncongenial system in order to uphold his own ideas
as far as possible.
Bottai was entrusted by Mussolini with the task of giving Italy
the theoretical and practical foundations of the corporate State;
this he did in several ways between 1922 and 1936, and still
tried to do in spite of the failures he experienced. He was very
active and influential in journalism; his fortnightly Critica
Fascista was one of the most independent voices in Italy, and its
columns were often filled with most advanced criticism of the
official policy; as Minister for Corporations he accepted rather
than promoted legislation of a kind that preserved the name of
syndicalism but left the class question very much where it was
before; as a professor of Corporate Law in the University of
Rome, he was much less concerned with scientific teaching than
with a kind of propaganda for his socialistic Fascism. It is worth
while dwelling a little on the Charter of Labour, which was com-
piled in 1927 mainly by Bottai, or at least under his supervision,
and expressed some opinions that might affect education; more-
over, it was the first Fascist * CharterJ, on whose model the Carta
della Scmla (School Charter) was framed.
The Charter of Labour was something more than a Party pro-
gramme and much less than a legislative bill. It included a
number of * declarations', thirty in all, which were meant to give
the basis for-all future legislation; it was approved by the Grand